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I had a great subject for a water colour on Saturday. I put
my enceinte French-renaissance virgin (white) and the black juju
that Molly Green brought from Nigeria for Marguerite, side by
side, and called the picture " The Gods ". A fine composition
and a real subject. I started the sketch but couldn't finish it
in the time. However, the subject will keep.
Yacht Club, London, Wednesday, September 26th.
I wrote a chapter of novel in the morning and a Sardonyx
article in the afternoon. Began the day feeling perfectly rotten,
and ended it feeling quite well. A raid began precisely at the
moment I left the Yacht Club. The buses seemed to quicken,
the streets appreciably emptied. Most people hurried ; I did ;
but a few strolled along. I was glad when I got to the Albany.
Firing when there nearer, and everything was faintly lit up
with flashes. I found that the Albany alley had been covered
with thick glass thrown over from an explosion or a hit on
the Academy on the previous night.1
Yacht Club, London, Thursday, September 27$.
Dined with M. at Waldorf. To get there, strange journeys in
Tube. Very wet. Very poor women and children sitting on
stairs (fear of raid). Also travelling in lift and liftman grumbling
at them because no fear of raid, and they answering him back,
and middle class women saying to each other that if the poor
couldn't keep to the regulations they ought to be forbidden the
Tube as a shelter from raid.
S. said he had seen dreadful sights of very poor with babies
in Tube on Monday. One young woman was in labour. He
asked her if she was and she said she was, and that she had
got up because she was told to go with the rest. He got her
taken on a stretcher to a hospital. Proprietor of a Restaurant,
where I lunched to-day with Swinnerton, said that although his
place was always full at night, he only had four people on
Monday night, and not a single customer on Tuesday night (fear
of raids). He said also that at fish and vegetable markets he
couldn't get what he wanted because supplies were not there,
and that wholesalers had not taken supplies because they couldn't
dispose of them, and that stnfi was rotting. A raid was feared
1 For about a week there were almost daily air raids over London.
From September 24 to October i nearly 50 people were
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